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11 ay. the hearings will cover, available 


President Harry S. Truman 
and Secretary fo State James 
P. Byrnes in 1945 and 1946 re- 
flecting desire for friendly re- 
lations, student exchanges and 
American assistance for Viet- 
namese independence. 
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far as can be determined from 
records; Ho Chi 


the critical, early period of, Minh’s letters and telegrams 
rvtF 0 r^-i Var ” arountl the cud. to the President and the Sec- 


>f World Avar 1 1 and the years 
nimediatbly following, Ful- 
iright said, 

. Xtie announcement -coin. 
ndftd adth i&Laase n f Ifc 
i ad committoe staff-sm 


sec- 

iSif 


he. Defense n«. n n r (mpri) big 
nrv of “irs-vun^,' 
t k m s. history, 

known as the “Pentagon Pap- 
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leaks to newspapers last June 
-EulhriPht. sairi flg fay 

wmaarehc.- T?^h ?rt J VL Wi "« 


idy 

— 33iua 

firm firm 

' - ■■/inflict jjn 
Southeast A sis jaig^ fra gg l 


— ■ —wv ra yrcra "' Wig 

S ^atoo not cl i s r^ g ar d c d - tte-Ch i 
Minh’s friendly overtures to 
the IlflilitLatabeS. dnring -and 

-n wmodintely -after 5\jtri d War 

JLL#’ ' ,v ■"* //'* 

The study quotes from dip- 
lomatic 'correspondence and 
letters -from Ho Chi Minh to 


rotary of State never received 
a. reply . , . To have recognized 
Ho . and his government ... 
Would have been, it was felt, a 
major irritant in Franco-Amcr- 
ican relations.” 

In early 1947, the report 
says, “another assumption 
began to govern American pol- 
icy in Indochina: Ho Chi Minh : 
was an agent of Russia, an ex- 
tension of Soviet foreign pol- 
icy in Southest Asia. 

“But it was an assumption; 
that lacked conclusive evi- 
dence,” the report said. 

Fulbrightr commented: “We 
thus fashioned a foreign pol- 
icy in Southeast Asia based on 
an assumption never proven, 
an assumption that has had a 
great, deal to do with leading 
this country into a disaster in 
Vietnafn that will continue to 
plague us for may years to 
come.” 
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